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Christ in the eucharist, while he denounced with frightful maledictions 
those who denied it. Herr Jager maintains that we cannot explain his 
attitude by referring it to his early education, to the requirements of 
his doctrinal system in general, or to his obstinacy, native and acquired. 
We can explain it only by observing that he identified the doctrine 
with the very existence of religion, and consequently identified the 
view of Zwingli with an irreligious tendency, or even with irreligion 
itself. He supposed that the power of the sacrament to nourish the 
soul and minister to our holy confidence is derived from the fact that 
it presents to us the real body and blood of the Redeemer, and that 
where this is not perceived no good can be accomplished by the service. 
Jager proves all this by a careful study of the passages in which Luther 
expresses himself on the subject. He shows a thorough appreciation 
of Luther, and attributes the utmost sincerity to him ; while he defends 
the Zwinglian doctrine, and seeks to show that it secures a better reli- 
gious result than that of the Lutheran doctrine, and, indeed, gives us 
all that Luther supposed it would take away. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 



Des kursachsischen Rathes Hans von der Planitz Berichte 
aus dem Reichsregiment in Nurnberg 1521-1523. Gesam- 
melt von Ernst Wuelcker, nebst erganzenden Akten- 
stiicken bearbeitet von Hans Virck. Leipzig : Teubner, 
1899. Pp. cxlix + 688. M. 26. 

One of the most interesting figures of secondary importance in the 
time of the Reformation was Hans von der Planitz. As a trusted offi- 
cial of the ducal house of Saxony (Ernestine line), and a devoted fol- 
lower of Luther, he served the cause of the Reformation with rare skill, 
fidelity, and efficiency. He came of a rich and noble family of Saxony. 
Their large estates, which lay in the neighborhood of Zwickau, had 
recently become more important because of the discovery of rich mines 
on them. The duke of Saxony, however, by virtue of the so-called 
"Bergrecht," profited from the mines even more than did the von 
Planitz family. 

Hans was born about 1474. For the purpose of studying law he 
went, when about seventeen years old, to the university of Leipzig, 
where he remained till 1497. After a few months in Ingolstadt, pre- 
sumably in study, he went to Bologna, where he remained from 1498 
to 1501, and perhaps longer. He was made Dr. utriusque juris in 
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1499, and held the office of rector in the university for two years. 
These were eventful years in Italy, and the trial and execution of Savo- 
narola and the career of Caesar Borgia must have made a deep impres- 
sion on him. 

After his return to his home in 1503 he immersed himself in the 
duties of his position, guarding and defending the interests of his 
family against encroachments from many quarters. In the develop- 
ment of the mines on their estates disputes had arisen between his 
family and the elector, Duke Friedrich. While defending his family's 
rights he came into contact with the elector, who soon discovered his 
great ability. The elector took him into his diplomatic service (1513- 
16), and sent him on various embassies, among others to the court of 
Denmark. In 15 16 the elector made him Atntmann of the city of 
Grimma, the manifold duties of which office he fulfilled till his resig- 
nation in 1533. In 1517, iiTcompany with several noblemen, he made 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

We learn nothing of his attitude to Luther till in 15 19, when he 
was sent as the elector's representative to the disputation at Leipzig to 
protect Luther and to secure fair treatment for him. After the dis- 
putation Luther went to Grimma with him. From this time Planitz 
was an ardent follower of Luther, and he devoted his great legal 
knowledge and wide experience to resisting the attempts of the Catho- 
lics to crush the young movement. He was especially serviceable to 
the elector, never failing to discover good technical grounds for refus- 
ing to enforce papal bulls and decrees against Luther. He was very 
successful in putting many of the Catholic princes under personal 
obligations to the elector or to himself, and thus cleverly blocked all 
decisive legislation which was aimed to silence Luther and stop the 
Reformation. 

In 1519 Charles V. had, in response to the complaints of the Ger- 
man princes, promised to establish a commission (Rcichsregiment), 
which should work out a large number of reforms in the government 
of the empire, in the administration of justice, in commerce, in 
coinage, in the system of weights and measures, etc. The elector 
chose for his representative in this commission the man who of 
all his subjects was best fitted for the place, Hans von der Planitz. 
The commission came together in the autumn of 1521 and continued 
in existence till 1524. Planitz was present during a large part of this 
time. He made frequent reports to the elector of all that took place 
in and around the commission. The complete correspondence between 
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the elector and Planitz is here published for the first time. There are, 
in all, about two hundred and seventy-five letters. Von Ranke and 
others have already made good use of them as manuscript material, 
without, however, exhausting them. They reveal the political intrica- 
cies of the period with rare clearness. Their publication will be very 
acceptable to all students of the German Reformation. 

O. J. Thatcher. 
The University of Chicago. 
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Cranmer and the Reformation in England. By Arthur D. 
Innes. New York : Scribner, 1900. Pp. xix + 199. $1.25. 

The field of Reformation history is being ransacked to find 
" Leaders," " Heroes," and " Epoch-Makers," who may play the lead- 
ing r61e in biographical studies ; and so we have a host of new books, 
not only on Luther, Melanchthon, Calvin, Beza — true leaders and 
heroes — but on Erasmus and Cranmer — far less entitled to canoniza- 
tion for heroism. Among these recent biographies are two of Cranmer, 
"the most mysterious personage of the British Reformation." Cam- 
bridge furnishes a careful and accurate study of the life of her dis- 
tinguished alumnus, by Dr. Arthur J. Mason. The author gracefully 
depreciates his labor by alleging that the book is " little else than a 
putting together of various parts of Dixon's Church of England;" but 
his clear, helpful, and independent interpretation of his subject 
demands for himself the gratitude he bestows on another. He has 
adhered faithfully to his own principle stated in the preface : "Among 
historical figures, as among those of actual life, the fewest mistakes are 
made by him who, while exercising a just criticism, exercises it with a 
charitable resolve to put the best construction which facts will allow 
upon actions and motives." 

The series on the "World's Epoch-Makers" (Oliphant Smeaton, 
editor), proposed by the Scribners, includes twenty-eight titles repre- 
sentative of "the most remarkable movements that have taken place 
in theology, philosophy, and the history of intellectual development 
from Buddha to the present day." These titles include Socrates, 
Origen, Mahomet, the Medici, Luther, Pascal, Kent, and Newman. 
The first published volume is that on Cranmer by Mr. Innes, of Oxford. 
As the title indicates and as the series requires, this work is more 



